Comparative Studies 475 Studies in Ethnography: 
Oral History Methodologies

Katherine Borland





MWF  1-2:20
Adena 151

740-366-9268

Office Hours:  MW 2:30-3:30
This course is a hands-on experiential education opportunity for students interested in learning the techniques of oral history interviewing.  We will read and discuss the theory, methods and ethics of oral history.  We will also examine existing published oral histories and ethnographies relevant to our topic.  During the second half of the course, students will work in teams to record the life stories of Native Americans living in Ohio.  Who are they?  How did they come to Ohio?  What has their experience been like here?  What are their concerns?  There will be one or more required fieldtrips to Cleveland and/or Seaman, Ohio to participate in community events and take oral histories.  Additionally, some students may be assigned to work with Native American residents in Dayton, OH.   We will also visit the Native American Indian Center of Central Ohio in Columbus to learn more about contemporary Native American issues.  Finally, students will attend at least one Central Ohio Powwow to gain an understanding of local Native American Indian social and cultural life. This course constitutes part of OSU-Newark’s ongoing American Indian Oral History Project.  Through the course, students will not only learn how to conduct oral histories, they will also learn about contemporary Native American culture in Ohio directly from American Indian residents of the state.  The oral histories that students collect will become part of the permanent archives at the Newark Earthworks Initiative.
Course Goals:  

· Learn how to collect and evaluate oral sources for historical and cultural research

· Develop practical research skills

· Conduct ethical research

· Learn about local Native Americans and their culture
· Develop teamwork

· Contribute to the OSU-Newark oral history archive

· Keep a field journal documenting your experiences and thoughts

· Get out of the classroom and into the world
Required Texts:  

Helen Hornbeck Tanner, ed.  Atlas of Great Lakes Indian History.  Univ. of Oklahoma Pr.  ISBN 0806120568
Grele, Ronald J. 1991  Envelopes of Sound: The Art of Oral History.  New York: Praeger ISBN 0275941841

Course Packet of Essays

One of the following texts will be required of each student depending on which oral history team he/she joins:
Thomas Constantine Maroukis.   Peyote and the Yankton Sioux : the life and times of Sam Necklace.   University of Oklahoma Press, 2004.  ISBN  0806136162
Buffalo Bird Woman’s Garden as told by Maxi’diwiac of the Hidatsa Indian Tribe http://digital.library.upenn.edu/women/buffalo/garden/garden.html
Mary Crow Dog and Richard Erdoes.  Lakota Woman.  New York:  Grove. ISBN 0802111017

Circe Sturm.  2002.  Blood Politics:  Race, Culture, and Identity in the Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma.  Berkeley: University of California Press. ISBN 0520230973  

Course Requirements:  

Reading assignments must be completed before the class day listed in the syllabus for our first discussion.  Students should take notes on readings and come to class prepared to discuss what you have read.  

Class Notebook
150 points  [includes in-class writings, reading notes, reading responses, and reflections on speakers and other special events.] (15%)





Mid-term Exam

200 points  [on class readings, lectures and discussion] (20%)
Book Review


150 points [A review and response to student-selected text] (15%)
Powwow observation paper 
200 points  [required visit to at least one Powwow] (20%)
Final Project


300 points (30%)

Field notes

  

 
Tape recorded life story of an Ohio Native American


Transcript/Finding guide


Permissions/release forms

Academic Misconduct

It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish

procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term

“academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed;

illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with

examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the

committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code of Student

Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp).

Disability Services

Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone

292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.

Course Schedule

[subject to revision]

Week One:  Establishing Ourselves as Oral Historians
March 27:
Introduction to the Course



Assignment:  Alex Haley:  “Black history, oral history and geneology”  in 


Course Packet.



Atlas of Great Lakes Indian History pp 1-28



A sample field journal
March 29
What is Oral History?



Kathleen Blee, “Evidence, empathy and ethics: lessons from oral histories 



of the Klan”  in The Oral History Reader, ed.  Robert Perks.  



[Course Packet] 



Atlas of Great Lakes Indian History, 29-37
March 31
Special Problems in Oral History


Envelopes of Sound, 1-49


Atlas of Great Lakes Indian History, 38-53
Week Two:  Learning to Listen

April 3

Interview Dynamics



Assignment:  Envelopes of Sound, 50-105


Atlas of Great Lakes Indian History, 54-67
April 5

Video:  Sandy Ives, The Tape Recorded Interview


Assignment:  
Atlas of Great Lakes Indian History,  68-73 and 79-83


Reading assignment by guest speaker
April 7

Special Guest:  Marti Chaatsmith:   Powwows



Powwow assignment distributed


Assignment:  Atlas of Great Lakes Indian History, 83-91


Envelopes of Sound, 106-125
Week Three:  Techniques and Technologies
April 10
Oral History as Poetry


Assignment:  Atlas of Great Lakes Indian History, 96-104




Envelopes of Sound, 196-210
April 12
Online Guides to Oral History


Assignment:  Atlas of Great Lakes Indian History, 105-121


Reading assignment by guest speaker
April 14
Special Guest:  Rena Dennison 


Assignment:  Atlas of Great Lakes Indian History, 122-125 and 133-138.



Envelopes of Sound, 212-241.
Week Four:  Interpretation
April 17
Case Studies in Interpretation


Assignment: Atlas of Great Lakes Indian History, 151-154 and 155-161 
Katherine Borland, 1990  “’That’s Not What I Said’:  Interpretive Conflict in Oral Narrative Research” in Women’s Words, eds. Daphne Patai and 



Sherna Gluck.  NY: Routledge.  [Course Packet]
April 19
Issues of Interpretation


Assignment: Atlas of Great Lakes Indian History , 162-178

 

reading assignment by guest speaker
April 21
Special Guests Rick and Vicky Haithcock 
Atlas of Great Lakes Indian History, 175-182


Envelopes of Sound, 242-283.
Week Five:
The Midwest Native American
April 24
Midterm Review 

April 26
Midterm:  Turn in Class Notebook
Assignment:  Rayna Green.  1988.  “A Tribe Called Wannabee,” Folklore 99 (1): 30-55.  [Available online at JSTOR]

Begin reading selected life story.  
April 28
Practical Workshop—Equipment

Assignment:  James Clifford.  1988  “Identity in the Mashpee,” in his The Predicament of Culture.  Cambridge, MA:  Harvard Univ. Press.  [Course Pack]
Week Six
The Contemporary Scene
May 1

Contemporary Identity Issues
Assignment:  Selected oral interviews from Always a People [Course Packet]
May 3

Contemporary Woodlands Indians


Assignment:   Continue reading selected life story
May 5

Fieldtrip to NAICCO
Week Seven:  Living a Native American Lifestyle
May 8

Student Reports on Independent Reading




Assignment:  Excerpt from Decolonizing Methodology, by Linda 



Tuhiwai Smith.  [Course Packet]
May 10
Book Reports Due


How to practice decolonizing methodologies


Reading Assignment by fieldtrip host
May 12
Fieldtrip:  Seaman Ohio, Land of the Singing Coyote Indian Center



Assignment: 
Devon A. Mihesuah, 2001 “Anna Mae Pictou-Aquash: An American Indian Activist” in Sifters: Native American Women’s Lives, pp. 204-222, ed., Theda Perdue.  New York: Oxford.  [Course Pack]
Week Eight
AIM and Contemporary Indian Politics
May 15
The American Indian Movement





Assignment:  Selections from Red Power:  The American Indian’s Fight 


Freedom. eds.  Alvin M. Josephy Jr., Joane Negel, E Troy Johnson.  



Lincoln: Univ. of Nebraska Press.  [Course Pack]
May 17
Film:  The American Indian Movement


Assignment:  Reading Assignment by Guest Speaker

May 19
Fieldtrip:  Cleveland Ohio
Week Nine
Avoiding Romanticization
May 23
Student Reports on Fieldtrips
May 25
Working Class Session on Technology


May 27
Student Fieldtrips
Week Ten
Wrapping up our Project
May 30
Memorial Day/No Class
June 1

Student Reports/Working class session

June 3

Student Field Reports/Working class session
Week Eleven
Final Projects, Field Journals and other work due  Wednesday June 8th, 12 noon
